
NEWS
1st Quarter 2018  |  Issue 53

This year we are lucky to have 2 members of 
the fantastic “Four Mums in a Boat” joining us 
for the evening on the 20th March, here at the 
Rix Pavilion, 7pm.

Yorkshire Rows is a team of four formidable 
mums from Yorkshire who are the first 
women to row across the North Sea and who 
also hold a world record for rowing across 
the Atlantic.  First impressions of these four 
courageous women is that they are not 
professional sports women rather they are 
four ordinary working mums who “dared to 
dream”.  The four women all from Yorkshire 
took up rowing at a local club 4 years ago.  
Each week after taking their children to 
school they would venture out onto the River 
Ouse and learn to row, rounded off with tea 

and cakes and then straight back to work in 
the afternoon. 

In January 2013 they decided to take on the 
herculean task of entering the world toughest 
rowing race 3000 nautical miles from the 
canaries to Antigua. It took almost 3 years 
to plan and prepare for the row. The story 
they tell is incredible, inspiring, motivating, 
humbling and funny.  

These women are Yorkshire’s own heroes.

Frances and Nikki’s talk will be followed by a 
light buffet and a few drinks with friends at 
the bar.

To buy tickets please contact the office on 
01377 257494, sam@driffieldshowground.co.uk

Keep up to date on our latest news online at:  www.driffieldshowground.co.uk

AN EVENING WITH FRANCES DAVIES AND 
NIKI DOEG OF ‘FOUR MUMS IN A BOAT’ FAME
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Home and Garden Fair
Spring will soon be in the air and the team 
at the Driffield Showground are ready to 
kick start the 2017 Events Season with 
the return of their Home & Garden Fair on 
Sunday, 18th March.

More than 50 exhibitors will be showcasing 
their products at the Home & Garden Fair, 
which this year once again incorporates the 
popular Kelk Spring Plant Fair.  

A myriad of spring blooms, perennial plants 
and attractive annuals will be on offer to 
boost your herbaceous borders and titillate 
your tubs.  Crowds will also get the chance 
to quiz our guest speaker Gill Tompkinson 
in the hopes of solving all your gardening 
quandaries and problems at our Gardeners 
Question Time located in the brand-new 
Demonstration Marquee. Creation Station 
will be laying on a broad selection of have 
a go seasonal craft. Perfect timing for 
Mother’s Day! 

For the aspiring interior designer or 
home maker there will everything from 

an abundance of Arts & Crafts, Soft 
Furnishings and Giftware to Vintage 
Furniture, Wooden Crafts and even Kitchen 
Appliances to satisfy the retail needs of the 
most demanding home maker!

To complete the happy home and garden 
the RSPCA will also be running their annual 
dog Show ensuring there’s something for 
every member of the family, even those 
with four legs!

After all of this you will certainly be ready 
for a rest! Kelk Gardening Club will be 
running an onsite café once again where 
you can grab a cup of tea and a slice of cake.

Gates open at 9.30am until 3.30pm and 
with entry at only £3 for adults and free 
for children under 16 organisers are looking 
forward to welcoming you to an aspiring 
day of horticultural and design at the 
Driffield Showground.



MAIN STREET, DRIFFIELD, 01377 253224

10% off the final bill in January, February 
and March upon production of valid 

membership card
(Terms and Conditions apply)

Exclusive Member Offers

The Showground, Kelleythorpe, 01377 257494

Free entry for the membership card holder upon production of a valid 
Membership card at the paypoint to the

Home and Garden Fair (18th March) 

East Riding Country Fair (5th and 6th May)

(Terms and Conditions apply)



Exclusive Member Offers

 

Mill street, Driffield, 01377 250644

5% off wedding flower bookings ordered in 
January, February and March upon production 
of valid membership card

(Terms and Conditions apply)

Kelleythorpe Industrial Estate, Driffield

10% off 
the final invoice in January, 

February and March 
upon production of valid 

membership card 

(Terms and Conditions apply)



Exciting Changes in the Members Area
We have listened to the comments made 
over the last couple of years by our Members 
regarding the Members’ Pavilion and this 
year we will be altering the layout.  This will 
allow more space within the dining room 
therefore allowing our catering team to 
provide a greater choice of dining options.  
If you haven’t dined within the enclosure 
before why not make plans to meet up 
with your friends at lunch time and sample 
some of the culinary delights available. 
And, of course, the Show team would really 
appreciate your feed back afterwards!  
The Members’ dining room is open to all 
Members’ and Members’ Guests and there 
is no need to pre-book.   We are currently 
waiting for the new menus but as soon as 
we receive them and have approved them 
we will whet your appetites and send them 
directly to you in an e-newsletter.

Livestock at the Show
Driffield Show attracts some of the finest 
animals to exhibit within its Livestock 
Section and this year we are anticipating an 
excellent standard once again. As well as a 
highly regarded cattle section we also boast 
excellent examples of sheep and pigs.  

There will be a return of the crowd favourite 
Heavy Horse classes, which following the 

popular introduction of demonstrations, 
will once again allow the public an 
opportunity to view these gentle giants by 
providing demonstrations showcasing their 
preparation for the showring throughout the 
day.  Adjacent to the Heavy Horse stabling 
you will once again see the increasingly 
popular farriers demonstration and 
competition. The equine community will also 
be well represented throughout the Show 
with a packed main ring timetable ranging 
from the Local Ridden Ponies to the Show 
Jumping Classes. Another crowd favourite 
the Dog Show will take place in its location 
near to the new countryside pursuits area – 
maybe your dog has the waggiest tail or the 
kindest eyes - why not enter it to find out? 

Our heritage on the day
As a Society we are immensely proud of 
our rural and agricultural heritage and 
this is showcased by our well established 
rural craft demonstration area, craftsmen 
and women will be demonstrating such 
traditional skills as wood turning, coracle 
making, rope making, traditional basket 
making, broom and rake making together 
with demonstrations of forestry skills 
with a local bodger!  The ‘Wheat to Bread’ 
demonstration kindly supported by local 
company EB Bradshaw & Sons will once 
again taking place throughout the day, 

You will not be surprised to hear that plans are now well under way for the Society’s 
143rd Driffield Show, which this year will take place on Wednesday, 18th July. 



giving budding bakers the opportunity to get 
hands on with bread making. 
The Driffield Show continues to have 
‘something for everyone’, there will be 
plenty of opportunity for retail therapy, 
with over 450 tradestands to choose from, 
ranging from lifestyle and fashion, to rural 
crafts and local produce in the Food Hall. 
Deliciously Yorkshire will once again be 
at the helm in the Deliciously Yorkshire 
Food Theatre where local produce will be 
celebrated throughout the day in a packed 
timetable featuring some of the regions 
finest cooks.

Horticulture face lift
This year the Horticulture marquee will be 
given a face lift, as well as providing visitors 
with a colourful sensory experience courtesy 
of our green fingered exhibitors, it will 
also be the new home of the Horticulture 
Theatre where visitors will be able to take a 
seat and watch the demonstrations taking 
place throughout the day.

Activity Ring
As well as the wealth of equine expertise 
associated with the Driffield Show the 
Woolley & Parks main ring will also feature 
entertainment from The Kangaroo Kid who 
will be providing us with his breath taking 
stunts using a quad bike – how high will he 
go??  Across the showground the Activity 
Arena will also boast a packed timetable, 
with appearances from the Mighty 
Smith Show, Yorkshire Bouncers 
Flyball Team, Ridgeside Lurchers 
and the Bird of Prey flights.  

Don’t forget that Membership Subscriptions 
are available now at the reduced price of 
£25.00 per person but they will increase to 
£35.00 from the 1st March, 2018.

East Riding 
Country Fair

The Countryside is 
coming to town!

Plans are now well underway, and the 
excitement is building for the 7th East Riding 
Country Fair due to be held on Saturday 
5th & Sunday 6th May at the Driffield 
Showground. With an action, packed 
timetable of activities and entertainment 
throughout both days and then well into the 
evening at the Music & Drinks Festival, we 
are confident the East Riding Country Fair 
will have something to please all ages and 
interests and this year, entry and camping 
for Driffield Agricultural Society Members is 
also completely FREE! 

The weekend will be packed full of live arena 
entertainment featuring the Dangerous 
Steve Stunt Show. The Festival Lawn will 
play home to children’s entertainment 
across the weekend including popular 
children’s entertainer Magic Mike, Mini 
Mansell’s Circus Workshop, Punch and Judy 
and Face Painting. 
2018 also sees the return of the Working 
Gun Dog Trials, courtesy of Kirkbourne 
Spaniels. Darren Kirk has been training 
Gun dogs for over 25 years and has the 
experience to get you and your dog to a 
standard you can be proud of. Darren and 
his team of trainers from across the UK will 
be on hand to assess you and your dog and 
give you structured training to ensure you 



are heading in the right direction to win your 
aspirations. Kirkbourne Spaniels will also be 
demonstrating their own dog’s agility in the 
Activity Arena.

The National Terrier and Lurcher Racing 
Club will be with us once again at the 
Showground holding national qualifiers for 
the NL&RC Championships which will be 
held at Chatsworth later in the year. The 
Ryedale Rescue Fun Dog show will once 
again be running both days and is open to 
all ages with categories including best trick 
and fancy dress. There are prizes on offer all 
weekend for our dog competitions.  

There will be interactive educational talks 
designed especially for children. The Purple 
Pig Company, a mobile petting farm that 
works closely with FACE (farming and 
countryside education) to provide fun and 
education using friendly animals.  You will 
be able to get close to stroke the animals, 
feeding times are scheduled through the 
day to give bottles to the baby animals and 
petting sessions are available for you to hold 
the rabbits, chicks and guinea pigs.

The horse ring will once again feature a 
weekend of In Hand, Ridden & Fun Showing 
hosted and run by Patrington Mill Show & 
Livery Yard. Saturday is set to be a great day 
kicking off the proceedings at 10am with 
50 in hand classes, 17 Championships and 
an Overall Supreme Championship. Sunday 
will continue and conclude with 45 Ridden 
Classes, 14 Championships and an Overall 
Supreme Championship with places on both 
days awarded up to 6th with rosettes for 
every competitor, plus both Supremes will 
win a cash prize of £50 each! Entries can be 
taken in advance and on the Weekend.

If that all sounds like too much excitement, 
then why not take a look at over 100 Stalls 
or grab something to eat from one of the 
onsite caterers and pull up a chair for a well-
deserved rest.

As well as the usual paid for activities which 
include Go Karts, Crazy Golf, Full-size Funfair, 
Paulo’s Circus, Archery and Bubble Football, 
we are pleased to once again include several 
activities that are completely free of charge 
for visitors once they have arrived. These 



The Driffield Agricultural Society Education 
Day - Wednesday 23rd May 2018

include our Classic American Car Display, 
Inflatable Assault Course, Bouncy Castles 
& Slides, World War 2 Demonstration Area, 
Climbing Wall, Segways, Mini Land Rovers, 
Quad Bikes, an Inflatable Pirate Ship, 
Laser Clay Pigeon Shooting, Birds of Prey, 

Creation Station Kids Crafts and more! We 
might not be able to guarantee the weather, 
but we can guarantee a fun filled, action 
packed weekend that the whole family will 
be talking about for months to come.

Roast beef, Yorkshire puddings, potatoes, peas and carrots for  Sunday lunch;  cereal, milk, 
bacon and eggs for breakfast can all of course be produced by the great British farmer but there 
are so many people who shop in the supermarket  who don’t realise the origins of the food in 
their trolley. 

For the last two years the Agricultural Society has staged a Schools’ Education Day in May 
and we are now planning our third event. The day is especially for 9, 10 and 11 year old school 
children to show them in an exciting and interactive way exactly how their food is produced.   
Last year about 1500 children and their teachers attended the event and we propose to hold our 
third event on Wednesday 23rd May this year. 

About 70 farmers, growers and food producers will be staging exhibits which will give the 
children a real insight into the origins of the food they eat and see on the supermarket shelves 
and learn how much of it can be  produced on farms in East Yorkshire.  All activities will be led by 



the farmers and growers themselves. There will be many opportunities for the children to really 
get involved in interactive displays and participate in hands on activities. Every activity will be 
demonstrated to small groups of children and their teachers.  The children will be able to milk a 
cow, turn cream into butter, see modern farm machinery actually working and talk with farmers 
about their pigs, chickens and sheep. They will learn how carrots get to the supermarket shelf 
and how peas get from the field to the bags in the freezer.

The hope is that the children attending the day will have a really exciting experience and gain an 
understanding of the link between the farmer and the food they eat.  However, the day cannot 
be staged without lots of help.  If you would be interested in stewarding on the day or if you 
are a farmer or grower who would like to be involved by demonstrating your enterprise to the 
children please contact us.

To make the day accessible to as many schools as possible we try to offer free transport. This 
needs funding and we have been very fortunate over the last two years that several local firms 
have supported the event financially.  If your business feels able to support in anyway it would 
be gratefully appreciated.

Gill Butler    
Education Chairman



Hire the Driffield Showground

For weddings, dinners and parties
The building is ideal for weddings seating up to 300 people 
but equally works for smaller numbers. This works perfectly in 
conjunction with hosting your civil ceremony in the Members 
Pavilion in the centre of the site. The fully functional commercial 
kitchen in the Rix Pavilion can produce over 400 covers 
comfortably.                          

For conferences, meetings, presentations and project launches
With the addition of the newly installed audio-visual system 
the facilities now can play host to your conference, meetings, 
presentations and project launches. With a stage, back drop and 
5m screen your product or service can be showcased to the best 
degree whilst everyone in attendance can hear every word you 
say.

For auctions, sales and fairs
The Rix Pavilion can house up to 35 stalls and with a large vehicle 
access door at the end of the building vehicles can easily load 
and unload. Café areas can be set up in either Pavilion. Pay points 
for your events can either be operated at the door of the Rix 
Pavilion’s lobby or via pay booths already housed on site. There 
is easy and ample car parking for over 2,000 cars utilising the 
Society’s 77 acres of open grassland.

The Driffield Showground and the Rix Pavilion completed in the Spring of 2015 
is available to meet all your requirements.

For further details on hiring any aspect of the Driffield Showground please 
speak to Sam on 01377 257494 or via email sam@drffieldshowground.co.uk
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